
Table A-23.  Full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in all

institutions, by detailed field and primary mechanism of support: 1999

Trainee- Research Teaching Other types
Field Total Fellowships ships assistant- assistant- of support

ships ships

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 334,405 30,034 14,711 91,308 66,317 132,035

..............Total, science and engineering fields 283,915 27,315 9,502 85,965 63,233 97,900

...............................................Sciences, total 216,083 21,254 8,738 57,290 52,514 76,287

...............................Physical sciences, total 26,640 2,199 383 11,270 10,873 1,915
.................................................Astronomy 808 118 14 416 217 43

..................................................Chemistry 15,963 1,229 260 6,427 7,050 997
......................................................Physics 9,661 849 109 4,347 3,589 767

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 208 3 0 80 17 108

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 10,492 930 109 4,251 2,613 2,589
...............................Atmospheric sciences 793 42 1 550 98 102

.............................................Geosciences 5,239 566 35 1,796 1,836 1,006
...........................................Oceanography 2,130 180 11 1,202 230 507

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 2,330 142 62 703 449 974

................................Mathematical sciences 11,792 1,035 112 1,270 6,762 2,613

.....................................Computer sciences 22,708 1,006 212 4,895 4,385 12,210

...................................Agricultural sciences 9,210 463 94 5,126 1,151 2,376

............................Biological sciences, total  47,268 5,803 5,285 18,499 8,767 8,914
....................................................Anatomy 871 147 107 280 141 196

..............................................Biochemistry 4,819 674 684 2,469 547 445
......................................................Biology 9,908 910 442 2,488 3,956 2,112

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 2,604 229 314 679 156 1,226
.................................................Biophysics 681 120 178 268 56 59

.......................................................Botany 1,950 165 60 954 554 217
................................................Cell biology 4,039 749 816 1,785 400 289

.....................................................Ecology 1,240 192 30 425 422 171
...........................Entomology/parasitology 971 57 13 615 140 146

....................................................Genetics 1,667 255 282 778 101 251
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 4,554 696 720 2,113 464 561

.....................................................Nutrition 3,153 124 96 1,320 453 1,160
..................................................Pathology 1,364 213 132 531 50 438

...........................................Pharmacology 2,579 384 611 1,148 162 274
.................................................Physiology 1,901 199 230 705 168 599

.....................................................Zoology 1,382 148 22 423 669 120
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 3,585 541 548 1,518 328 650

..................................................Psychology 34,715 2,478 1,022 4,795 6,032 20,388

...................................Social sciences, total 53,258 7,340 1,521 7,184 11,931 25,282
..............................Agricultural economics 1,686 94 17 889 218 468

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 5,814 1,257 78 547 1,374 2,558
................Economics (except agricultural) 8,390 1,425 195 1,020 2,673 3,077

................................................Geography 2,786 173 26 647 980 960
.................................................Linguistics 2,182 338 72 187 664 921

.........................................Political science 16,138 2,296 760 1,614 2,653 8,815
...................................................Sociology 6,278 904 209 953 2,128 2,084

.............................Sociology/anthropology 518 35 2 103 181 197
...............................Social sciences, n.e.c. 9,466 818 162 1,224 1,060 6,202

..........................................Engineering, total 67,832 6,061 764 28,675 10,719 21,613
...............................Aerospace engineering 2,645 290 19 1,224 350 762
..............................Agricultural engineering 767 80 13 449 66 159
...............................Biomedical engineering 2,742 609 172 1,106 297 558

.................................Chemical engineering 5,569 834 65 2,922 968 780
..........................................Civil engineering 11,178 837 192 4,099 1,788 4,262

..................................Electrical engineering 20,224 1,361 76 8,407 3,389 6,991
....................................Engineering science 1,035 127 10 494 147 257

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 5,284 242 22 1,410 880 2,730
..............................Mechanical engineering 10,333 872 142 4,647 1,946 2,726

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 3,537 337 28 2,258 379 535
....................................Nuclear engineering 641 77 23 389 62 90

......................................Engineering, n.e.c. 3,877 395 2 1,270 447 1,763

...........................................Total, health fields 50,490 2,719 5,209 5,343 3,084 34,135
.................................................Clinical fields 2,744 247 560 454 31 1,452

.............................................Dental sciences 1,161 103 87 51 186 734
..........................................................Nursing 9,470 382 2,378 476 370 5,864

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 2,609 200 93 834 724 758
........Preventive medicine/community health 6,889 395 550 781 215 4,948

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 10,479 304 545 877 831 7,922
.......................................Veterinary sciences 978 68 30 419 64 397

.........................................Other health fields 16,160 1,020 966 1,451 663 12,060

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in 
Science and Engineering


